
WISBOROUGH GREEN
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

  JULY 2012

APIARY MEETINGS - DOUNHURST

WEDNESDAY  -  11th JULY 

6:30 PM   FOLLOWED BY A BBQ

SATURDAY   -  21st JULY
12:00 noon for Beginners and Intermediate; 2:30 for Advanced only

WEDNESDAY  -  1st AUGUST 

6:30 PM   FOLLOWED BY A BBQ

DIARY OF EVENTS

MONDAY   -  27th AUGUST
WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW

Officers and Contact Information:

President Mr Roger Patterson   01403 790637      roger-patterson@btconnect.com
Chairman Mr Tom Moore   01798 343470      stone.house@btinternet.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Murray West  01798 867048      murray@mt-w.co.uk
Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover  01403 751899      glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
Membership Mr Gordon Allan  01798 343470      petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach    01798 872302      wgbkanews@cpeach.com
Website:     www.wgbka.org.uk



I wrote earlier that we had a strange start to the season. I can now write that the middle of the season has 

been pretty strange as well. We experienced beekeepers are struggling to keep pace with what is happening and it must 

be much more difficult for beginners. They should be congratulated for being able to keep bees alive, let alone develop 

their beekeeping knowledge. As is so often the case those who understand the workings of a colony will be able to 

manage by working out what to do. 

Bees did well in the early part of the season, and then we had 6 weeks of poor weather when some needed feeding. 

This was followed by a couple of week’s good weather which resulted in a reasonable crop from OSR, then poor flying 

weather again. Of course the OSR honey should have been enough to see colonies through the lean spell, but it was 

removed and in some cases feeding was needed again. It was so poor countrywide the NBU were prompted to send 

a message to all beekeepers registered on Beebase. This is one of the benefits of registering on Beebase, although the 

main benefit is being informed of foul brood in your area. We urge all members to register as it is a useful beekeeping 

resource. Have you done it?

As has become normal in recent years bees are doing things they shouldn’t. On 9th June a queen was removed from a 

colony (wren) so we could use it for raising queens in a known queenless colony. In normal circumstances the removal 

of the resulting emergency cells 8 days later will make the colony hopelessly queenless and introduced larvae can be 

converted into queen cells by the bees. On the 8th or 9th day after the egg is laid both worker and queen cells should 

be sealed. On the 19th June we removed the emergency cells, all of which should have been sealed several days, but 

around half of them were still unsealed. We introduced a frame with 10 larvae on it. The following day I looked to see 

what the level of acceptance was and it was 7 out of 10. This was good considering it was done in a teaching situation 

and the larvae had been out of a hive for at least an hour and a half. By chance I noticed a cell that was extended 

between one of the combs, so I investigated. It was an emergency cell that was just being drawn. I removed it, but 

noticed others, so decided to use it as part of teaching in my group in the evening session. We cut at least 10 further 

emergency cells out of that colony! If the colony was left to raise queen cells without further inspection one of two 

things would have happened. The emergency cells were in advance of the introduced larvae so either the first to emerge 

would have killed the contents of other queen cells including the introduced ones or she would have gone off with a 

swarm.

This is only one of the strange things that are happening and we all need to be much more vigilant than we 

were in the past.

PATTERSON IN PRINT

Roger



WISBOROUGH GREEN
HONEY SHOW

CONGRATULATIONS

MANY CONGRATULATIONS  to the following members who have recently passed their 
modules:

Cherry Smith

and

Richard Flenley
 

for passing the BBKA Module 1

(Honey Bee Management).

Caroline

August 27th – Bank Holiday Monday
 

So far there has been rather more rain than sunshine this summer, but hopefully those of us with bees have 

been able to take the first extraction of the season, and have a bucket of honey ready to bottle.  Before you 

give away or sell all your honey crop,  please remember to keep some ready for the WG Honey Show this 

August Bank Holiday.

 Most classes will require 2 x 1lb jars, but the ‘honey labelled as offered for sale’ category  requires 3 x 1lb 

identical jars (liquid or naturally crystallised).  For the cooks among you there will be categories for cake, 

biscuits and sweets, so don’t forget to keep a jar alongside the bags of flour in your kitchen cupboards.

 The full schedule and entry form will be available next month.



EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock). 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so 
that they can be ready for you. 

If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your 
goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or not until the next meeting!

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2012 for current stocks. 
We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers..

Frames  (unassembled)

DN1  BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers ……................…… 60p
SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers ………….................……….. 60p

Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .…………….................………..….  £1.00
  full box (500 grams) ………………………......................…..... £5.00

Foundation for the above
Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) …………………………............................. 40p

Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone call …… ………………….. 50p

Wired Brood …………………………......................……………………………..  80p
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding)

Spacers
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………..........…….. 10p (20p/pair)

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) …….........…..  £2.00/pair

Varroa Treatments

Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) …...       £2.30
         Pack of 10 sachets ...... £22.00
ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony) ……......…..    to be confirmed
Note:- ApilifeVar is not suitable for use in polystyrene hives

Sundries

Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. ……...... £1.25 
Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………......…   £8.50
Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ………………………………...........…. £4.00
‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...……................ £5.00

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque.

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division.


